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BASIS OF REPORT
This document has been prepared by SLR Consulting Limited with reasonable skill, care and diligence, and taking account of the
manpower, timescales and resources devoted to it by agreement with IGas Energy Plc (the Client) as part or all of the services it has
been appointed by the Client to carry out. It is subject to the terms and conditions of that appointment.
SLR shall not be liable for the use of or reliance on any information, advice, recommendations and opinions in this document for any
purpose by any person other than the Client. Reliance may be granted to a third party only in the event that SLR and the third party
have executed a reliance agreement or collateral warranty.
Information reported herein may be based on the interpretation of public domain data collected by SLR, and/or information supplied
by the Client and/or its other advisors and associates. These data have been accepted in good faith as being accurate and valid.
The copyright and intellectual property in all drawings, reports, specifications, bills of quantities, calculations and other information
set out in this report remain vested in SLR unless the terms of appointment state otherwise.
This document may contain information of a specialised and/or highly technical nature and the Client is advised to seek clarification on
any elements which may be unclear to it.
Information, advice, recommendations and opinions in this document should only be relied upon in the context of the whole
document and any documents referenced explicitly herein and should then only be used within the context of the appointment.
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Introduction

Condition 39 of planning permission 1/16/00773/CDM states the following:
39.

Prior to the commencement of the Construction Phase a landscape mitigation scheme shall be
submitted to, and approved by, the MPA. The scheme shall include:
a.

tree replacement, using locally sourced native trees, for those to be removed at the site
access and visibility splays;

b.

hedge infilling measures, including location and species to be used, prior to the
Construction Phase;

c.

the establishment of a wildflower or pollen and nectar seed mix on the soil storage bunds;

d.

management measures for the life of the development;

e.

the provision of five years of aftercare;

f.

a timetable for providing the above.
The scheme shall be in line with Paragraph 11.236 of Chapter 11 of the Environmental
Statement – received by the MPA on 12 May 2016. The scheme shall thereafter be
implemented in accordance with the approved details.

Reason:

Details are required prior to the commencement of the Construction Phase to minimise
visual impact in accordance with Policy M3.4 of the Nottinghamshire MLP.

The following report, and accompanying Drawing 05251.00006.29_LMS, set out the details of the proposed
Landscape Mitigation Scheme.
Chapter 10 of the Environmental Statement (ES) identified a landscape strategy (Paragraph 10.31) to mitigate
potential adverse effects as a result of the construction and operation of the site. This strategy includes the
effective management around the site of existing hedgerows, allowing them to grow in height, and infilling of
hedgerows, using native trees to improve landscape structure both of which offer enclosure/screening and
habitat connectivity. Such measures would also be of benefit to local ecology; for example, by increasing
nesting opportunities for birds (as suggested in Paragraph 11.236 of the ES). The strategy allows the site to be
returned to agricultural use when restored.

1.1

Tree Replacement

Subject to approval by the MPA, individual native trees (as indicated on Drawing 05251.00006.29_LMS) will be
planted between November 2017 and March 2018, along the eastern edge of the site replacing those lost for
the site access and visibility splays whilst also improving landscape structure, enclosure/screening and habitat
connectivity. Trees will be planted on the roadside of the existing hedgerow to avoid damaging its integrity.

1.2

Hedgerow Infilling Measures

The southern hedgerow boundary will be reinforced/infilled with additional native hedgerow plants providing
improving landscape structure, enclosure/screening and habitat connectivity. Planting will be at 5 plants per
linear metre in a double staggered row, species evenly distributed (refer to Drawing 05251.00006.29_LMS for
species mix). Planting will take place between November 2017 and March 2018.

1

Client name: IGas Plc
Report Title: Landscape Mitigation Scheme

1.3

SLR Ref No:415.05251.00006
August 2017

Establishment of Wildflower Seed Mix on Soil Storage Bund

The soil storage bund shall be seeded at the first appropriate opportunity, and no later than the end of the first
available seeding season following the construction of the mound. Similarly, bare ground shall be seeded at the
first available opportunity and no later than the end of the first available seeding window following the
construction phase. The ground will be sown at a rate of 5g/m2 with a species mix such as or similar to
Emorsgate Seeds EM3 special general purpose meadow mixture, which conforms to the requirement of
Condition 39.c. The source will be blue label certified, complying with EC regulations for purity and
germination.
The mix is a relatively low maintenance one and once established provides a diverse sward helping to
assimilate the site with its surroundings (refer to the schedule on Drawing 05251.00006.29_LMS for list of
wildflowers and grasses).

1.4

Management Measures for the Life of the Development

1.4.1

Monitoring and Personnel

All areas of the Landscape Scheme within the application boundary will be monitored by a suitably competent
ecologist until the end of the restoration phase, at which time the field will be put back under agricultural
production. Monitoring enables the most appropriate management regime to be defined on an area-by-area
basis. On an annual basis, a visual inspection will be carried out to check for good strong foliage growth and the
success of vegetation; enabling the most suitable management regime to be defined for the forthcoming year.

1.4.2

Sources of Plant Stock

The proposed individual trees will be native bagged Feathers, 200-250cm in height. All other hedgerow plants
will be well-grown nursery stock as seed-raised transplants, 1+1, 1/1 (2 year old transplant, one year in
seedbed, transplanted and grown for one year) or 1+2, 1/2 (one year in seedbed, transplanted and grown for 2
years) up to 80cm in height (for shrubs), depending on species and form. All effort will be made to source
stock of native genetic origin. All plant handling and planting operations will comply with relevant clauses of
the Committee for Plant Supply and Establishment (CPSE) 'Handling and Establishing of Landscape Plants'
(obtainable from the Horticultural Trades Association). The health and well-being, including root condition, of
all planting stock will be ensured before commencing work.
Trees will be pit planted with a slightly raised bottom to the pits and scarified sides. Feathered trees will be
planted with a pit size of approximately 1000mm x 1000mm x 750mm depth or as necessary to accommodate
their root systems. Two Stakes (100mm ǿ) will be driven vertically at least 300mm into the bottom of the pit,
one on either side of the tree position before planting. The stakes will be cut off just below the lowest branch
of the tree and expanding ties used to firmly but not rigidly secure the tree to the cross bar. Backfill will consist
of previously excavated material and sanitized and stabilised, friable compost to PAS 100 (1:3 ratio) per tree.
Other transplants will be planted with a pit size to be a nominal 300mm diameter by 300mm depth or as
necessary to accommodate their root systems. When planted, the top of the root collar must be level with the
surrounding soil surface and the ground around each plant will be firmed in by treading and then watered;
taking care to avoid scuffing or damage. The completed planting pits will be either at ground level or slightly
domed to prevent waterlogging. Tubex type shelters and mulch mats will be used for every tree. Infill
hedgerow shrub planting will be individually protected either by 0.6m height translucent plastic spiral guards
supported by a single stout cane or, in the case of the more bushy, species, a 0.6m high shrub shelter and
softwood timber stakes of no less than 80mm diameter.
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Vegetation Management

Initial Weed growth within the grassland will be controlled by cutting/strimming during the first growing
season. However, some thistle growth is to be encouraged as it is a good food source for birds.
In the second and subsequent years the grass is to be managed as a meadow. Grasses are to be allowed to
grow tall, flower and seed from May through to July/August. The grass may then be cut back in late summer to
approximately 75-100mm. Prior to cutting, all debris/litter in grassed areas is to be removed. Other areas of
grassland adjacent to the hardstanding areas will be cut short as required.
During each spring, fresh seed would be broadcast over areas of bare ground or poorly established grasslands
as deemed necessary by a suitably qualified ecologist, since some areas of bare ground are beneficial from an
ecological perspective. The seed mix will be hand sown, after raking the surface to produce a medium tilth and
removing weeds, and should not be sown on compacted ground. Bulking up the seed with an inert carrier such
as sand can make distribution easier. Rolling is not necessary. This will retain an open matrix and encourage the
ongoing natural development of wild grasses and wildflowers of benefit to local wildlife including: bees, birds
and reptiles.
All existing hedgerows immediately edging the site will be managed annually, to encourage the hedgerows to
grow whilst maintaining an effective screen to views into the site. All cutting will take place outside of the bird
nesting season (bird nesting season is the beginning of March to end of August inclusive). If any hedgerow
maintenance is required for highway safety purposes then checks will be undertaken by a suitably qualified
ecologist to ensure there are no breeding birds present before work is undertaken.

1.4.4

Weed Control

Monitoring will include checking for invasive plant species, on at least an annual basis, during the growing
season (Section 14 of the Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981 prohibits the establishment of particular nonnative invasive species listed in Schedule 9 Part 2 (variation 6th April 2010)). Where these invasive plant species
are identified and where possible, appropriate mechanical or chemical measures, ideally specific to the plant
species, will be taken to eradicate them.
Where weeds are to be controlled by the application of herbicides this will be carried out by a certified
competent person, according to the manufacturer's instructions. Herbicides will not be used within 10m of
ponds, ditches or streams.
All tree and shrub planting areas will be maintained free of vegetative competition (i.e. weeds) by the
application of herbicide to a 1m diameter around the base of each plant, using a controlled droplet applicator,
or similar, minimising spray drift. Hand weeding will also be undertaken with minimal disturbance to planting
and reinstatement of soil depth as required.

1.4.5

Fertiliser

If deemed necessary, planted trees and shrubs may receive slow-release fertiliser at the end of the second
growing season. The fertiliser would be applied to the base of each tree in accordance with the fertiliser
manufacturer's instructions.

1.4.6

Replacements

To ensure the success of the landscape mitigation scheme, planting failures will be replaced on an annual basis
during the planting season (November to March) to ensure the appropriate density of planting is maintained.
All replacements will use plants of the same species or other such species as may be agreed with the Local
Planning Authority. If abnormal plant failures persist then investigations and proposals for the remedying of
site conditions will be prepared and agreed with the Local Planning Authority.
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Tree and shrub accessories

Each spring all tree shelters and stakes which have become loose, over-tight or broken will be re-adjusted and
any plants that have become loose will be re-firmed and/or adjusted. All accessories will be removed upon the
establishment of planting or at the conclusion of the 5 year aftercare period, whichever is the soonest.

1.5

Aftercare Operations

The new tree and hedgerow planting will be subject to a further 5 year aftercare period following the
restoration of the site.
The table below presents a summary of main annual management operations and timings until the conclusion
of the 5 year aftercare period.
Table 1
Summary of Main Annual Management Operations
Timings

1.6

Standard Operations, to be carried out as required

WINTER

Complete record of previous year’s operations (Year 2 onwards)
Hedgerow siding up as required
Replacement planting if required

SPRING

Visual inspection of vegetation
Weed control
Readjustments and firming of planting areas, stakes and ties. Removal as
required.
Year 2 onwards - Assessment of fertiliser requirements for proposed tree and
hedgerow planting

SUMMER

Weed control
Assess irrigation / watering requirements

AUTUMN

Visual inspection of vegetation
Weed control

Timetable

Tree and Hedge planting will take place between November 2017 and March 2018.
The soil storage bund shall be seeded at the first appropriate opportunity, following the construction of the
bunds. Similarly, bare ground shall be seeded at the first available opportunity and no later than the end of the
first available seeding window following the construction phase.
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